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WELCOME TO THE #LYPRIDE!
INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF
Noelle Aunkst – Health
Amanda Bookmiller – Elementary Teacher
Alyssa Bowen – Physical Education
Erin Brooks – Family & Consumer Science
Maura Brooks – Art
Jennifer Clancy – Science
Brennan Dailey – Technology
Carol DeCook – Tutor
Jorge Degro – Special Education
Steven Dolgos – Teaching Assistant
Erica Gansz – Social Studies
Kimberly Gardner – Teacher Aide
Jennifer Harris – Instructional Coach
Carlos James – Spanish Long Term Sub
Cristi Kuhn – School Counselor
Megan Ledgerwood – Elementary School Teacher
Debra Lubberts – Instructional Coach
Lauren Maddock – Foreign Language Long Term Sub
Kevin McCormick – Teaching Assistant
Jamie Meyers – Teaching Assistant
Holden Nesbitt – Teacher Aide
Heather Randell – Instructional Coach
Megan Robbins – Elementary School Teacher
Michaela Shaffer – Music Long Term Sub
Anna Socha – Special Education
Jenna Taylor – Music
Sara Thomas – Elementary School Teacher
Ashley N. Williamson – Teacher Aide
Alecia Young – Nurse

FOOD SERVICE
Symphony Bradley Edwards – Cafeteria Sub
Erica Caraballo – Food Service/Monitor
Sierra DeRoo – Cafeteria Sub
Cori MacKinder – Cafe Monitor/Food Service Worker
Kristine Strouse – Food Service
Susan Weeks – Cafeteria Sub

TRANSPORTATION
Lee Burnett – Transportation Supervisor
Kaydon Cole – Sub Bus Monitor
Lynda Robinson – Bus Monitor
Jeanna Vanduyne – Bus Monitor

SUPPORT STAFF
Rebecca Hill – Secretary
Shelley Troch – Secretary

ADMINISTRATION
Chris Taylor – Principal

Staff participated in a “Poverty Simulation” hosted by Coordinated Care Services 
Inc. during the Superintendent’s Conference Days on August 30 and October 7. The 
simulation is “a highly interactive experience designed to help participants begin to 
understand what a typical low-income family experiences trying to survive from month 
to month.” Read more on the Poverty Simulation in our feature on page 10. 

THIS FALL, FIND OUT MORE 
ABOUT MEMBERS OF OUR NEW 
INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF, ONLINE 
ONLY AT LYONSCSD.ORG!

SCAN HERE OR VISIT:
LYONS.RECRUITFRONT.COM

WE’RE HIRING!

EXTRA!
EXTRA!
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ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Matthew Barr 
SUPERINTENDENT

OF SCHOOLS

Michael Pangallo 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

FOR BUSINESS

Rhonda Underhill
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

FOR INSTRUCTION

Laurie Palmisano 
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN 

RESOURCES AND 
GRANT OPERATIONS

Margaret Blask
DIRECTOR OF 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

Christine Taylor
ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Katrina Henderson 
MS/HS PRINCIPAL

Renee Schott
MS/HS ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Katie Jo Passero
LES ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Zachary Young
MS/HS ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

AND DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

Libarid Alexanian
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

PRINCIPAL

LCSD IN PHOTOS

TOP TO BOTTOM: 1ST PERIOD 9TH AND 10TH GRADERS FIGHT THE RAIN 
TO SHOOT ARCHERY UNDER THE RAINBOW • MRS. BROOKS’ DRAWING 
AND PAINTING CLASS USED A UNIQUE MODEL FOR THEIR CONTOUR LINE 
DRAWINGS • WITH THE HELP OF MS. LINZY AND MS. SUAVE, STUDENTS IN 
MRS. SCHMITT’S PRE-K CLASS MADE AUTUMN ART • STUDENTS WATCH A 
DEMONSTRATION BY THE WAYNE COUNTY WATER & SEWER AUTHORITY 
AT THE OCTOBER 6 WAYNE PARTNERSHIP 8TH GRADE CAREER CARNIVAL.

MORE PHOTOS ONLINE!                         @LYONSSCHOOLS
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FEATURE

“I am so grateful to be in Lyons” 

Now several weeks into her 
new role as Principal of 
Lyons Elementary School, 

Mrs. Chris Taylor is thoroughly 
enjoying the process of finding 
her groove in the District.

She loves welcoming kids 
into school each morning and 
getting to know the staff. After 
spending the last 26 years of her 
career at the Geneva City School 
District, she was a bit nervous 
to make such a big switch, but 
thankfully she says it was 100% 
the right move.

“When I learned about the 
team that Dr. Barr was putting 
together at Lyons, I recognized 
the quality and caliber of people 
and I felt like so much of the 
culture was student-driven — 
and I wanted to be a part of it,” 
Mrs. Taylor said. “Now, I am so 
grateful to be in Lyons.”

Much of the summer was spent 
preparing for the upcoming 
school year — getting new 
teachers acclimated, getting 
organized, establishing 
systems to keep things running 

smoothly — and now it’s been 
great to see students filling the 
halls once again. 

“I had heard very amazing 
things about this community, 
the students and staff,” Mrs. 
Taylor said. “The reputation of 
Lyons Central School District 
was stellar, and living it now, I 
can definitely agree with what 
everyone was telling me.”

One key aspect Mrs. Taylor has 
tried to take with her into this 
position is the core belief that she 

Mrs. Chris Taylor settles into new role as LES Principal
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is, first and foremost, a teacher. 

“I didn’t set out to be in 
administration — I always 
said that I am a teacher,” Mrs. 
Taylor said. After going to 
SUNY Geneseo for Elementary 
Education, Mrs. Taylor 
was a teacher at Geneva’s 
North Street School prior to 
becoming an Instructional 
Coach, then Assistant Principal 
and Principal in the years that 
followed. 

Mrs. Taylor brings the same 
energy and enthusiasm she 
brought to the classroom all 
those years ago to her new 
office in the Elementary School.

“I get up in the morning and 
I want to come to work every 
day,” she said. “I look forward 
to the positive energy that is 
in this building and I want to 
produce that in students and 
staff — that every day they 
want to be here.”

Moving forward, Mrs. Taylor 
plans to celebrate student 
successes this year. Each 
month, LES will be doing 
grade-level house assemblies 
on different themes, such 
as self-management (which 
ties into social-emotional 
learning) and literacy. 

“It’s a time for us to come 
together and celebrate 
success,” Mrs. Taylor said. 
“Because that’s what it’s all 
about — the students and 
their successes.”

READ MRS. TAYLOR’S 
OCTOBER PRINCIPAL’S 
MESSAGE ON PAGE 13.

Fight Flu 
at Home and School
Flu, or influenza, spreads easily and can  
make people very sick, especially kids.  
You can help stop flu!

Flu symptoms include: 
Fever or chills, body aches, cough, sore throat, headache, runny or stuffy 
nose, feeling very tired. Some people, especially children, may have stomach 
problems and diarrhea. Unlike a cold, the flu comes on very suddenly.

Prevent flu! 
• Flu vaccine is the best protection against the flu. It is recommended every 

year for everyone 6 months and older. 
• Get the flu vaccine for you and your children every year! It helps make flu 

sickness milder or prevents it all together. 
• Getting the vaccine early in the fall means you and your children will be 

protected when flu season starts. 
• Ask people close to your children, like babysitters and relatives, to get the 

vaccine, too. 
• The vaccine is especially important for people with certain health 

conditions, like asthma, diabetes, heart or lung conditions because the flu 
can make them even sicker.

If your child gets the flu:
• Your child will need plenty of rest and lots of fluids.
• Keep your child home from school for at least 24 hours after their fever is 

gone without using fever-control medicine. This helps avoid giving the flu 
to others.

• Talk with your child’s health care provider before giving a child any over-
the-counter medicine.

• Never give your child or teenager aspirin or any medicine that has aspirin 
in it. Aspirin can cause serious problems.

• If your child gets flu symptoms and is younger than 5 or has a medical 
condition like asthma, diabetes, or heart or lung disease, call their health 
care provider. Young children and those with certain medical conditions 
are at greater risk for getting seriously ill from the flu. Ask their health care 
provider if they recommend an antiviral drug.

• If you are worried about your child, call their health care provider.

Don’t spread flu!
• Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
• If soap and water aren’t handy, use an alcohol-based hand rub.
• Cough or sneeze into a tissue or your elbow, not your hands. Put used 

tissues in the trash.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. That’s how germs spread.
• Stay away from people who are sick.

health.ny.gov/flu
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2022-2023 BOARD OF EDUCATION

MARTHA BAILEY 
PRESIDENT

RICH HENRY 
VICE PRESIDENT

SCOTT BAILEY

IMELDA DOBBINS

BOB OHMANN

LISA STONE

RANDY WADHAMS



WELCOME, 
CLASS OF 2035!



OPPOSITE PAGE: TOP – Miss Hill’s class
BOTTOM – Mrs. Younglove’s class

THIS PAGE: TOP – Ms. Ledgerwood’s class
BOTTOM – Mrs. Spencer’s class



HOMECOMING

2 0 2 2

Find more photos, 
plus our Homecoming 
Hype Video online 
@lyonsschools on 
Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter!
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FEATURE

Lyons CSD welcomes Rhonda Underhill as 
new Assistant Superintendent for Instruction

Rhonda Underhill, Lyons 
Central School District’s 
Assistant Superintendent 

for Instruction that joined the 
District over the summer, has two 
important words that she allows 
to shape her work each day: 
Teaching and Learning.

“Everything I do right now is 
related to teaching and learning,” 
Mrs. Underhill said. “In this role 
I can really hone in on being an 
instructional leader, and one of 
my goals is really teaching the 
teachers, and teaching the staff, 
to ask themselves, ‘How can I 
make a difference?’”

Mrs. Underhill, 
who comes to 
the District from 
Newark Central 
School District, is 
taking great pride 
in helping Lyons’ 
teachers and staff 
become better 
advocates for 
student success — 
academically and 
beyond.

“Just teaching 
— and I don’t 
say ‘just’ lightly 
– just teaching 
our content isn’t 
enough,” she said.

One way Mrs. 
Underhill is 
hoping to expand 
the staff’s 
understanding of 

economic disadvantages was by 
organizing a Poverty Simulation 
in August for the District’s staff. 

The simulation, hosted by 
Coordinated Care Services Inc., 
allowed participants to take 
on roles in a highly interactive 
experience designed to increase 
their understanding of what 
a typical low-income family 
experiences trying to survive 
from month to month. 

In the simulation, Lyons teachers 
and staff stepped into the roles 
of family members in poverty. 

Then, volunteers played the parts 
of service providers and other 
community resources (working 
at a bank, a grocery store, the 
Department of Social Services, 
etc.) and the participants had to 
juggle the demands of everyday 
life with limited resources and 
capabilities. 

“That is why I wanted to do the 
poverty simulation and start 
this thread of learning,” Mrs. 
Underhill said. “I have heard over 
and over and over that this is a 
caring staff and loyal staff to this 
community. If they are that caring 
and that loyal — and then they 
have the specific tools for how 
to help address the needs of the 
community — then that makes us 
all so much stronger.”

Mrs. Underhill lives in Newark 
with her husband and children, 
and said she looks forward 
to getting to know the Lyons 
community better over the course 
of the 2022-23 school year. 

“I’m really most excited about 
seeing intentional changes that 
can immediately support our 
students,” Mrs. Underhill said. 
“What systems are we able to put 
in place that provide equity for 
students so that every kid has the 
same opportunities? I think really 
it’s just being able to see that 
equity kind of play out for kids.”

Mrs. Underhill assists participant Les Carr, Wayne County 
Community Schools Liaison, during the August 30 Poverty 
Simulation.
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Recently, our Middle/High School 
students wrapped up an exciting 
week of Homecoming events 
followed by a Fall Pep Rally and 
Homecoming dance and activities 
night. It was great to see so many 
students and staff participate in 
the week’s activities and show off 
their Lyons Pride!

Rochester area colleges stopped 
by campus to share information 
with students regarding their 
options after graduation. We 
are excited about welcoming 
additional college and career 
opportunities for students 
throughout the school year.  

Please save the date for Fall Fest, 
coming up on Friday, October 
28th! From 5pm-8pm at Lyons 
MS/HS we will have food trucks, 
hay rides, a pumpkin walk, FFA 
will be pressing cider on site, 
and much more. The entire Lyons 
community is invited to attend 
and enjoy the fall festivities with 
us! We hope to see you there.

MESSAGE FROM 
MRS. KATRINA 
HENDERSON, LYONS 
MS/HS PRINCIPAL

SCAN TO VIEW 
BOE AGENDAS, 
BOARD MINUTES 
& LCSD POLICIES
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FEATURE

Lyons Central School District adds 
UPK opportunities amidst end-of-
summer staffing uncertainty

The last week of summer 
vacation is typically 
anything but restful, 

with back-to-school shopping 
trips, final family activities, 
and adjusting schedules on 
everyone’s plates.

While school administrators 
and staff are very used to facing 
various challenges during the final 
week of summer, the Lyons Central 
School District team had to act 
particularly fast when they were 
notified on the evening of August 
31 that some UPK students would 
be without a classroom this fall.

The students were to attend one of 
three UPK 4-year-old classrooms 
— two run by community partner 
Wayne County Action Program 
(CAP) Head Start, and one run 
by the Lyons Central School 
District. But this summer, the 
staffing issues that have plagued 
many businesses had an impact 
on Wayne CAP. This meant that 
their two 4-year-old classrooms 
would not open at the start of the 
school year, with families being 
confronted with an indefinite 
delayed opening. With two-thirds 
of Lyons 4-year-old UPK students 
suddenly without a class, LCSD 

administrators jumped into 
action.

“Staffing has been an issue 
across every industry this 
summer,” noted Lyons Central 
School District Superintendent 
Dr. Matthew Barr, “but luckily, 
we have the advantage of being 
able to tap into our educational 
network to immediately staff 
these new-to-us UPK classrooms.”

So that’s just what they did.

Upon hearing the news, Dr. Barr 
and his administrative team were 
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able to allocate funds to cover the 
additional classroom costs.

“Because the two UPK classrooms 
were moving under our umbrella 
right away, within a day we were 
able to reroute grant funding 
to our system in order to fund 
and staff the UPK classrooms,” 
explained Laurie Palmisano, 
LCSD Director of Human 
Resources and Grant Operations.

“We wanted to make sure 
every Lyons UPK student had 
a classroom for the first day of 
school.”

With the help of Lyons Elementary 
main office staff Robin Cinelli 
and Principal Chris Taylor, the 
impacted UPK families were 
quickly notified that orientation 
would run as planned on Tuesday, 
September 6. Families were 
relieved to hear the news. One 
parent shared that without UPK, 
the cost of last-minute daycare 
would equal that of his mortgage 
payment, putting tremendous 
financial strain on his family’s 
monthly budget.

In addition to alleviating logistical 
concerns, housing the three 
classrooms under one district 
program will provide educational 
consistency for the district’s 
youngest learners.

“We are fortunate to have a 
continued partnership with 
Wayne CAP for our 3-year-old 
UPK program, and the parallel 
structure of these three 4-year-
old classrooms will provide the 
advantage of an equitable start 
for Lyons UPK students,” noted 
Dr. Barr. “It’s a significant benefit 
to our students and our Lyons 
community.”

MESSAGE FROM MRS. CHRIS TAYLOR, 
LYONS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Hello Lyons Elementary Families,

It’s hard to believe that I am already writing the Principal’s message 
for October 2022. Back-to-School and September activities at LES 
have been filled with energy and excitement, as well as creative 
teaching and learning experiences. Strong classroom communities 
are developing and students are forming new friendships. Outside 
of their classrooms, students have had the opportunity to engage 
in music, art, physical education, STEAM, and so much more. Some 
classes have taken walking field trips to the Lyons Public Library and 
other classes have exciting field trips planned to begin in October. 
Don’t be surprised if you see your 1st grader come home with a 
pumpkin from the Pick’n Patch. The generosity of Mr. Jason Bliek 
will also shine through when every student at LES comes home with 
a pumpkin at the end of the month. Learning is alive here at Lyons 
Elementary School and I am thrilled to be part of it.

As Ms. Passero and I walk the LES hallways and visit classrooms, we 
are greeted by happy and academically engaged learners. Teachers 
are delivering rigorous lessons and students are taking part in 
learning activities that support academic achievement. Our first 
iReady reading and math diagnostic assessments for grades 1-6 were 
administered in September and our youngest Lyons kindergarten 
cubs are taking their iReady assessments October 11th-October 
21st. Information gathered from these important diagnostics will 
provide teachers and families current levels of individual student 
performance. Targeted instruction at each student’s instructional 
level will help build foundational skills, as well as challenge students 
working above grade level. 

The staff at Lyons Elementary School is excited to be in our 2nd 
month of school and we were all excited to greet families during 
our Open House on Thursday, 
October 13th. Families were able 
to experience first hand the LES 
excitement that we experience each 
and every day. 

As always, please reach out to the 
main office with any questions or 
clarifications.

With Lyons Pride,

Mrs. Christine Taylor
Lyons Elementary School Principal



Visit Attendance Works at www.attendanceworks.org for free downloadable resources and tools!

DID YOU KNOW?
• Starting in preschool and kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.

• Missing 10%, or about 2 days each month over the course of a school year, can make it harder to learn to read.

• Students can still fall behind if they miss just 1 or 2 days every few weeks.

• Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.

•  Absences and tardiness can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help
children catch up.

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this 
habit in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Eventually 
good attendance will be a skill that will help them succeed in high school and college.

Help Your Child Succeed in School:
Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early

WHAT YOU CAN DO
When Do Absences 
Become a Problem?

CHRONIC ABSENCE 
18 or more days

WARNING SIGNS 
10 to 17 days

SATISFACTORY 
9 or fewer absences

Note:  These numbers assume 
a 180-day school year.

©Jason Miczek Photography

• Set a regular bedtime and morning routine.

•  Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.

• Keep your child healthy and make sure your child has the required
shots.

•  Introduce your children to their teachers and classmates before
school starts.

•  Develop backup plans for getting to school if something comes up.
Call on a family member, a neighbor or another parent.

• Try to schedule non-Covid-19 related medical appointments and
extended trips when school isn't in session.

• If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers,
school counselors and other parents for advice on how to make
your child feel comfortable and excited about learning.

• If you are concerned that your child may have Covid-19, call your
school for advice.

• If your child must stay home due to illness or quarantine, ask the
teacher for resources and ideas to continue learning at home.

Revised October 2021
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LIONS ATHLETICS
ATHLETES OF THE MONTH: SEPTEMBER

GIRLS XC
JENNA CONAWAY

BOYS XC
MITCHELL VAN AUKEN

CHEERLEADING
SAVANNAH WILLIAMSON

FOOTBALL
JACOB SIDES

TENNIS
KENDRA STOWELL

VOLLEYBALL
MILLENIYAH GLANTON

GOLF
JEREMIAH WIGFIELD

SWIM AND DIVE
RITA ROMANO

“JENNA ran her career best time of 22:23 at the McQuaid Invitational this weekend. She is a pleasure to have 
on the team and brings great leadership.”
“MITCHELL ran his career best time of 18:29 at the McQuaid Invite. He is a hard worker and great teammate.”  
“SAVANNAH is a scholar athlete that is dedicated to her team and her academics. She has pushed herself to 
perfect and gain new skills. She is always positive and respectful inside and outside of the gym.”
“JACOB totaled six touchdowns throughout the month, including a 99 yard catch vs. Avon that is a school 
record. His play and leadership skills have helped the football team to a 2-2 record this season.”
“MILLENIYAH has 35 kills, 22 aces, and 22 digs this season. She is a vocal leader and positive influence on and 
off the court who holds teammates and herself accountable and to a high standard of attitude and effort.”
“KENDRA is a very hard worker and is currently 7-1 and second singles and had a 28-7 record at doubles the 
past three years. She has been a key component of the repeat league champions for tennis and helping the 
team to earn a three seed in team sectionals.”
“JEREMIAH carded his lowest 9 in his career at Wayne Hills, firing a 57 in September.”
“RITA has qualified for Sectionals in every individual event already this season. She has already broken 
multiple all time best times this season. Rita comes to practice every day ready to work and give it her all.” 

FROM THE COACHES:
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UPCOMING EVENTS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28 • LYONS FALL FESTIVAL SEE PAGE 11

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 6:30PM • BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 • VETERANS DAY – NO SCHOOL

NOVEMBER 21 & 22 • PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

NOVEMBER 23–25 • THANKSGIVING BREAK

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 6:30PM • BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

FOR MORE, VIEW OUR EVENTS LISTINGS ON THE LYONS CSD HOMEPAGE 


